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LIFE SENTENCE FOR LEADER OF CEDAR RAPIDS COCAINE RING

United States Attorney Matt M. Dummermuth announced today that the leader of
an interstate drug trafficking conspiracy was sentenced to life imprisonment this
morning.

DARIUS WHITING, age 26, from Markam, Illinois, received the prison term after
his March 14, 2007, plea of guilty to conspiring to distribute crack cocaine within 1,000
feet of Shawnee Park in Cedar Rapids, carrying a firearm in relation to a drug trafficking
crime, and conspiring to launder money. 

WHITING was the leader of an organization of a crack cocaine conspiracy which
included his cousin BRIAN WHITING, his brother, TRAMAIN WHITING, and others. 
TRAMAIN WHITING served as a driver during at least one of DARIUS WHITING’S
drug deals.  BRIAN WHITING served as both a driver and protection for DARIUS
WHITING.  During these drug deals,  DARIUS WHITING and his cousin BRIAN
WHITING were armed.  TRAMAIN WHITING also delivered drugs to customers at
DARIUS WHITING’S crack house.

All three men were arrested on November 7, 2006, after a short car chase in
which DARIUS WHITING and BRIAN WHITING fled from the police.  The Cedar Rapids
Police Department’s helicopter assisted in the arrest of these defendants.  During the
arrest, law enforcement seized two handguns and 2.6 grams of crack cocaine.  Law
enforcement agents later seized 197 grams of cocaine, 207 grams of crack cocaine,
and two semi-automatic handguns from the three men’s residence.   

WHITING was sentenced in Cedar Rapids by United States District Court Chief
Judge Linda R. Reade.  WHITING was sentenced to life imprisonment plus five years. 
A special assessment of $300 was imposed.  He must also serve a 10-year term of
supervised release if he is ever released from prison.  There is no parole in the federal
system.

TRAMAIN WHITING was sentenced on July 2, 2007, by United States District
Court Chief Judge Linda R. Reade to 195 months’ imprisonment after a March 15,
2007, jury verdict found him guilty of crack cocaine and firearms offenses.
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On May 31, 2007, BRIAN WHITING was sentenced by United States District
Court Chief Judge Linda R. Reade to 183 months’ imprisonment after his February 7,
2007, guilty plea to crack cocaine and firearms offenses.

WHITING is being held in the United States Marshal’s custody until he can be
transported to a federal prison.

The case was prosecuted by Special Assistant United States Attorney
Chadwicke L. Groover and was investigated primarily by the Cedar Rapids Police
Department and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, who were
assisted by the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Task Force.  The Task Force 
consists of the DEA; the Linn County Sheriff's Office; the Cedar Rapids Police
Department; the Marion Police Department; the Iowa City Police Department; the
Clinton City Police Department; the Iowa Division of Narcotics Enforcement; the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives; and the Iowa National Guard. This
investigation was part of the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force
(OCDETF) program of the United States Department of Justice.
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