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LOUISVILLE CRACK DEALER SENTENCED TEN YEARS ON
DRUG AND FIREARM CHARGES

-Used a Semiautomatic .40 Caliber Glock Firearm to Further His Drug Trafficking Crime-
LOUISVILLE, KY - Jermaine Buford, age 28, of, 1533 Beech Street, Louisville,
Kentucky, in Jefferson County, was sentenced to 10 years imprisonment in United States District

Court, Louisville, Kentucky, for possession of cocaine base, otherwise known as *“crack”
cocaine, and possessing a firearm in furtherance of a federal drug trafficking crime, U.S.
Attorney David L. Huber of the Western District of Kentucky, and Paul Vido, Special Agent in
Charge of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), Louisville Field
Division, jointly announced today.

Joseph H. McKinley, Judge, United States District Court, also sentenced Buford to 4
years supervised release following incarceration. There is no parole in the federal judicial
system.

The Indictment charged Buford with possession of more than five grams of cocaine base,
otherwise known as “crack” cocaine, with the intent to distribute it, and with possession of a
firearm during and in relation to a federal drug trafficking crime. Buford, who previously plead
guilty to the drug trafficking charge, maintained his innocence on the firearm charge but was
convicted by the jury. The firearm charge carries with it a five year mandatory minimum

sentence that must run consecutively with the sentence on the drug trafficking charge.



Trial Facts

On November 3, 2006, Louisville Metro Police Department ("LMPD") Detectives were
investigating drug dealing activities at 1507 Hemlock Street in Louisville. After utilizing a
confidential informant to make a controlled buy of crack cocaine out of that address, the
detectives obtained a search warrant for the residence and upon entering, found Buford in the
bathroom unsuccessfully attempting to flush 11 grams of crack cocaine down the toilet. After
Buford was arrested, the detectives were able to retrieve the plastic baggies containing crack
cocaine out of the toilet. A set of keys was also found in Buford's pants pocket when he was
arrested. These keys were left on the floor of the bathroom after they were removed from Mr.
Buford's pocket.

During the search, detectives forced open a padlocked door leading from a bedroom on
the first floor to a second floor sleeping area. On the steps leading to the second floor, the
detectives found $1018.00 in cash spread out on the steps along with ammunition and three
firearms: a .40 cal. Glock pistol, a Colt “Commando” .38 cal. Pistol and a Sturm Ruger .45 cal.
pistol. A key that fit the padlock on the door to the second floor sleeping area was located on the
ring of keys which had previously been located in Buford's pocket by the LMPD detective who
found Buford in the bathroom.

Buford was transported to the LMPD 2nd Division headquarters where he was advised of
his Miranda rights and signed a written rights waiver form. During an interview with agents
from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives ("ATF"), Buford admitted that
he sometimes slept upstairs at Thurman’s residence. He also stated that all the crack recovered
in the bathroom was his, but then revised his statement to say that only 10 grams of it was his.
He admitted that he sold crack to help pay his child support. He stated that all the guns, money

and ammunition in the stairwell and the sleeping area were his and that he had carried the Glock



firearm, the crack cocaine and the $1018.00 in cash with him when he came to the house about
an hour before the police arrived.

The approximate street value of the crack cocaine involved in this case is $500.00.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Thomas W. Dyke. The
Louisville Field Office of ATF conducted the investigation in partnership with the Louisville
Metropolitan Police Department, as part of ATF’s mission to reduce violent crime and other
threats to public safety.

This is a Project Backfire prosecution. Project Backfire is a cooperative effort by the
Jefferson County Attorney’s Office, the Jefferson County Commonwealth’s Attorneys Office,
the Louisville Metro Police Department, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, and the United States Attorney’s Office to ensure that firearm offenses are
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the state and federal law.
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