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BATON ROUGE, La. -- United States Attorney David R. Dugas and ATF Special
Agent in Charge Mark R. Chait announced that MALCOLM BAKER, age 18, aresident of
6352 Lanier Drive, Baton Rouge, was arrested today after having been charged by afederal
grand jury on April 21, 2004, in aone count indictment of possession of afirearm in a school
zone, inviolation of 18 U.S.C. 8 922(0)(2)(A).

The case was investigated by the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) as part of the Project Safe
Neighborhoods Task Force. Project Safe Neighborhoods is afederal program designed to
reduce gun violence.

United States Attorney David R. Dugas said, "Reduction of youth gun violenceisan
important goal of Project Safe Neighborhoods. To achievethisgoal it isimperative that we
keep guns out of schools by prosecuting those who bring gunsinto school zones. Our young

people deserve a safe school environment free of the threat posed by guns and drugs.”



ATF Special Agent in Charge Mark R. Chait said, “This case is an example of the
cooperative effort between ATF and the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’ s Office, and the
success of Project Safe Neighborhoods. Aswe concentrate on those individuals who violate
federal law by illegally acquiring, carrying and using firearms, we very well have saved
lives.”

If convicted, BAKER faces a maximum sentence of imprisonment of 5 years, afine
of $250,000, or both.

NOTE: An indictment is a determination by agrand jury that there is probable cause
to believe that an offense has been committed by the defendant. The defendant, of course, is

presumed innocent until and unless he is proven guilty at trial.
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